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The objectives of this second WG2 meeting were to synthesise and discuss the available data and models on surface and subsurface transfer of P from soil to water at field scale. Discussions throughout the workshop mainly addressed the terminology and the mutual compatibility of data and models (e.g., Can available data be modelled? Can models be validated/calibrated with the available data?). The general discussion at the end of the workshop aimed at summarising the outcome of the session discussions and at identifying the major questions that should guide further experimental and modelling work.

Future objectives

Every participant was asked to formulate his view on what the objectives of further actions within the COST 832–WG2 framework should be. These answers (n = 15) could be grouped as follows:

· Summarise field-scale losses into conceptual understandings

· Select sites for general investigations

· Develop rules of thumb for agricultural practise

· Model improvement / capabilities

In turn, these answers generated the question whether there is no further need for data collection, as the answers seem to imply that the currently available data are “sufficient”?

Further work

Based on the objectives, a number of desired actions was formulated. At the workshop, no further steps were taken to elaborate on these tasks.

· Linking data to conceptual models

· Guidelines for model validation / sensitivity tests

· Guidelines for important parameters for various models

· Guidelines for data collection / data structure

· Scale of interest ( impact on data availability and processes involved

· Collection of typical data sets

“Open” questions

The discussion on the use of deterministic models generated a number of questions about their applicability to different aspects of the P transfer problem:

· Do we need models to identify areas of risks?

· Do we need models to make recommendations for agricultural practise?

· Can models be used for giving examples of systems we understand well?

