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Terms of reference for the Conference Declaration. 

Objectives of the Conference

The objective of the Conference was to enhance knowledge on the prevention or reduction of freshwater scarcity and water pollution caused by agricultural activities especially in the moderate humid areas of the northern hemisphere. 

Specific objectives were:

· To discuss new approaches for communication between involved parties, like policy makers, interest groups in society and scientists, at farm, regional and national scale to enhance the quality of decision making by politicians and water management authorities.

· To exchange and discuss new results about innovative models and methods. 

· To identify gaps in knowledge.

· To formulate recommendations for governments and international organizations. 

Main topics at the Conference

The main topics at the Conference were:

- Policy development at farm level

- Models for risk assessment at farm and regional level

- Indicators for environmental performance at farm level

- Monitoring of results and assessment of risks of policies at regional and national level 

- Decision support for regional and national policy

- Scaling techniques and good modelling practices

The Wageningen Statement

More than 125 participants from more than 25 countries and regional and international organisations and associations attended the International Conference on:

"Agricultural Effects on Ground and Surface Waters

Research and Policy at the Edge of Science and Society"

We, the Participants of the Conference, recognize that:

1. Water is essential for the ecosystem and human health: clean water is essential for life. 

2. Agriculture is essential for food production to meet the needs of an increasing population.  However, agricultural practices can lead to a deterioration in both the quantity and quality of surface and ground waters. 

3. Important decisions regarding the quantity and quality of ground and surface waters are being made at farm, watershed and (inter) national levels; however, interpretations and conclusions at the three levels are not always consistent.

4. Conflicts exist between environmental policy and agricultural policy with respect to short-term economic decisions versus long-term environmental sustainability. 

5. There are conflicts between the agricultural sector and other water users for clean plentiful water.  

We, the Participants, recommend the following to governments and international organisations:

1. Initiation or continuation of long-term programmes for monitoring agricultural emissions in order to determine current conditions, to assess trends over time and to provide data for modelling.  Monitoring programmes must be based on a scientifically credible design that will allow the testing of hypotheses regarding the effects of agricultural practices and other relevant anthropogenic activities on the quantity and quality of surface and ground waters.

2. Contribution to global databases such as GRDC, GEMS, IGRAC or GCPC and improvement of the data bases for selected catchments, covering a wide range of water management objectives.  These databases will facilitate comparison of strengths and uncertainties and the development of different modelling approaches.  Particular emphasis on developing countries in establishing watersheds will be required.  This should be linked to the UNESCO and WMO initiative, HELP, which aims to establish a global network of catchments to improve the links between hydrology and the needs of society.

3. Activities to improve communication among farmers, scientists and policy-makers so as to enhance both policy formulation and the translation of policy into action.  All relevant stakeholders should be given the opportunity to participate in the decision-making process at all stages, right from the beginning.  A part of this cooperation can also be achieved by means of education programmes.  In addition, better cooperation is needed between natural and social scientists for integrated basin management. 

4. Availability of a methodology for policy making to clarify the conflicts.

5. Continued commitment to basic and applied research to ensure that scientific knowledge keeps pace with changing agricultural practices and technology.

6. Field monitoring and mathematical monitoring are complementary kinds of knowledge.  The design of a monitoring program has to take into account the analytical potential of the available models.

We, the Participants, draw the attention of governments and international organisations to the need:

1. For immediate effective action to reduce the negative effects of agricultural activities on water quantity and quality.

2. To support the development of targets and indicators for measuring progress towards environmental and economic sustainability of agriculture. 

3. To facilitate the participation of farmers in training programmes related to environmental impact of food production through the provision of extension and support services. 
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